Screening and management protocols for group B streptococcus in pregnancy.
Infection with Group B streptococcus (Streptococcus agalactiae) (GBS) is a leading cause of neonatal morbidity and mortality. Screening by antepartum cultures or by risk factors and intrapartum antibiotics has been shown to reduce the risk of early onset GBS disease in newborns, but controversy exists about the best approach for screening and treatment. Currently recommended protocols do not prevent all cases of early onset GBS disease. Intrapartum antibiotics are not without harm, and currently recommended protocols will result in large numbers of women being treated who would not have benefited from treatment. In this article, we review the advantages and disadvantages of currently recommended protocols.